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were gradually led up to and evolved from the thought and experi- 
ence of the past, but when the various approaching steps are referred! 
to, they merely confuse the discussion unless each is precisely defined 
and its divergent as well as its convergent aspects exactly pointed out. 
The evolution of the Monroe Doctrine was in no sense complete 
before 1823. To say that Washington promulgated it, or that it was- 
confirmed by Congress in 181 1, is confusing and lacks penetration. 

These are but by way of example of the pervading illogicalness- 
of the book both in arrangement and substance. If there is any 
question of American policy that has been ably discussed by scholarly 
students and keen thinkers, it is the Monroe Doctrine. Any writer 
entering the field to-day after Ford, Reddaway, Moore, Hart, not to- 
mention many others, must be able to go the gait. Least of all he 
must know the literature of the subject. Citations of Oilman's 
Monroe, Tucker's Monroe Doctrine, and extracts from Ford's collec- 
tion of correspondence in the Mass. Hist. Soc, though excellent in 
themselves, will not suffice. 

Copyright Cases. Compiled by Arthur S. Hamlin. New York 
and London: The American Publishers' Copyright League (G. P. 
Putnam's Sons). 1904. pp. vii. 237. 

In his preface Mr. Hamlin states that "the book is addressed to- 
the layman rather than to the lawyer; and it is on this ground that 
such cases or such portions of cases as have to do merely with the 
technicalities of procedure are omitted." And again: "The pur- 
pose of this compilation is to bring together, for convenient reference 
on the part of publishers, authors, and others interested in copyright 
property, a summary, as comprehensive as is practicable in a volume 
of such compass, of the issues that have arisen and the decisions that 
have been given under the statutes controlling copyright and literary 
property, since the enactment of the International Copyright Law 
ofi8ox." 

These two passages in Mr. Hamlin's own words sufficiently and 
accurately define and limit the scope of his work. Attempts to sim- 
plify law for the layman have usually dissatisfied the layman as well as 
the lawyer. The reviewer shook his head on opening the book, but 
a careful reading of it from cover to cover has overcome any feeling 
of doubt or hesitancy; for the work is well done; the cases are well 
chosen and the short and not over frequent annotations and criticisms 
are not only in point but also sound and convincing. 

It is to be expected that a book on Copyright would have a liter- 
ary flavor and the reader is brought face to face with important cases 
in which well known, indeed honored names appear. For example, 
the name of Oliver Wendell Holmes coupled with "The Autocrat" 
and "The Professor" appears (pp. 84-89); "The Minister's Wooing" 
by Mrs. Stowe is passed upon (pp. 86-89); Dr. Hale's edition of Bul- 
finch's "Age of Fable" fails to get an injunction against an alleged 
infringement (pp. 154-155); the one time popular E. P. Roe failed 
as did his novels to show cause (p. 152); Mr. Barrie's disastrous 
attempt to secure an American copyright for "The Little Minister" 
(pp. 122-123) and finally, not to be tedious, Mr. Kipling's unfortu- 
nate and droll experiences as a litigant are duly chronicled in the col- 
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lection of cases every one of which is interesting in itself as well as 
important (pp. 93, i33-*3 6 )- 

Cases involving the drama, the opera, the vaudeville, music, paint- 
ing, photography, engraving, lithography might be cited. In a word, 
it may be said in passing that Mr. Hamlin has included almost every 
topic ordinarily the subject of copyright, and not a lew subjects inca- 
ble thereof, among which the attempt to copyright a "blank book" 
is perhaps the most amusing (pp. 37-38). Another gem was the 
attempt to copyright a label containing the words "waterproof draw- 
ing ink " (pp. 38-39). The failure was ignominious in both instances. 
There was nothing as yet to copyright. 

The arrangement of the book, clear and satisfactory, is as follows: 
The United States Copyright Statutes, pp. 1-18 (in force January 1, 
1904); Decisions of American Courts, pp. 19-171 (to April 15th of 
the current year); The Decisions of the Treasury Department, pp. 
173-179 (in matters of importations); Decisions of English and Cana- 
dian Courts, pp. 181-200, which last section starts out with Lord 
Rosebery (pp. 183-184) and ends not inappropriately in a dramatic 
way with "Lost in London" (pp. 219-220). 

The List of Cases (pp. 221-230) and the subject index (pp. 
231-237) are adequate and serviceable. In the typographical part of 
the book there are a few slips: p. 52 where "hat" appears oddly for 
that; p. no where sale lacks an "1," pp. 125, 160 where infringe- 
ment lacks one of its " e's;" p. 146 where "sale " either has or is in 
danger of losing an "1;" p. 185 where Mr. Justice Wills disguises 
himself as Wells, and pp. 195, 196 where editor or printer takes a lib- 
erty with Fraulein Schuberg depriving her of the umlaut to which 
German maidens have a legal right 

The work is distinctly creditable and may well appeal to author, 
publisher and public — lawyer as well as layman. 



